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October 15, 2014
Farmingville, NY - Brookhaven Supervisor Ed Romaine is  urging Suffolk C ounty to remove s ix parcels  totaling nearly
26  ac res  from the upcoming property auc tion lis t, and ins tead preserve them because of their s ignificant ecological,
rec reational, environmental, and agricultural value.

Town  offic ials  recently  reviewed  the  properties  located  in  Brookhaven  Town  which  are  proposed  for  sale  in  the
upcoming auc tion on O ctober 28-30, and recommend that these parcels  be preserved through their removal from the
auc tion lis t and formally dedicated by the C ounty as  open space. See attached letter .

"The C ounty's  plan to auc tion these environmentally sens itive parcels  is  counterproduc tive to our efforts  to preserve
open space,"  said Supervisor Romaine. "A s  Brookhaven Town Supervisor and previous ly  as  a  C ounty  Legis lator, I
have made land preservation a top priority and I  ask the C ounty Executive and Legis lature to recons ider this  ac tion,
come to the table and work on a plan that will protec t these properties  from future development."

The most s ignificant parcel is  a 6 .1  ac re property s ituated on the south s ide of Route 25  in M iddle Is land. I t is  in the
C ompatible  Growth A rea  of the  LI  P ine  Barrens , and c lose  to  the  boundary  of the  C armans  River watershed. The
property  is  heavily  wooded  and  would  further  efforts  to  connec t  the  proposed  M iddle  Is land  hiking  trail  between
C athedral P ines  C ounty P ark and the Town's  Twin P onds  Nature P reserve holdings .

C ounc ilwoman Jane  Bonner said, "P reserving  open space  is  vital  to  maintain  the  rural  nature  of the  North  Shore
communities . I  s tand firm with the Supervisor in calling for the C ounty to take another look at their plan and confer
with Town offic ials  before they do anything that could threaten these properties  and others  throughout the Town."

A lso on the lis t is  a 15 .07  ac re property in Eas tport, which is  s ituated within the C ompatible Growth A rea of the LI
P ine Barrens . I t is  adjacent to agriculturally protec ted property and is  within a broader assemblage of protec ted open
space  and  farmland  involving  several  hundred  ac res .  More  s ignificantly,  the  property  is  within  the  Town  of
Brookhaven's  Eas tport Farm P rotec tion A rea, one of only two such des ignated areas  in the Town and an area in which
farmland protec tion is  a top priority.

A  small  wooded property, totaling .27  ac res , at the headwaters  of Little  Seatuck C reek is  also on this  auc tion lis t.
This  property is  in an area which Suffolk C ounty and Brookhaven Town have preserved several parcels  for open space
purposes  to protec t water flowing into this  tributary of Moriches  Bay.

In addition, the Town has  identified two small  properties  s ituated within the C ompatible Growth A rea of the LI  P ine
Barrens  that are part of a large assemblage of small properties  that front along North Street in North Shirley that are
vegetated with spec ies  typical to upland communities  in the P ine Barrens . Finally, Brookhaven is  seeking to preserve
a  4 .1  ac re  property  in  Manorville  that  is  vegetated  and  contains  spec ies  typically  found  in  upland  P ine  Barrens
communities .
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